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Art is a weaving of meaning-making activity with any or all parts of our lives.

– Allan Kaprow
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Community is an “activity, not just a place” 
–Majora Carter
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people power and agency 

+ 

creative voice 

+ 

community stewardship

civic creative capacity
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If communities are ecosystems

then

civic creative capacity

is

the “fertile soil”

necessary to grow healthy communities



www.springboardforthearts.org
www.springboardexchange.org

@SpringboardArts
@CreateExchange

Why Cultivate Artists and the Creative Industries? 

 art is a viable source of income for people, including those who face 

employment barriers

 cultural and creative businesses, especially those led by artists of color, 

indigenous artists and artists in rural communities are an important 

ingredient for talent attraction and retention in the broader community

 creative businesses are built to stay local so they contribute to local 

economies in the long term

 supporting businesses that are connected to meaning making, social 

connection and local investment is necessary for healthy community 

and economic development

 artists already exist in every community, we don’t need to import them 

or attract them, just support what already exists in new ways
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1. Reach out to a health 

insurance navigator

2. Find a low-cost clinic

3. Incorporate health 

info into what you 

already do

4. Ask how you can 

make healthcare 

more affordable 
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